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Violence against women takes many forms 

The most 
common form 
of violence 
experienced by 
women is 
intimate 
partner 
violence 
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Health consequences of physical and/or 
sexual intimate partner violence (WHO, 2013) 
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WHO's work on violence against women 

• Initiated by FWC after 1995 Beijing Conference on Women 

• Emphasis on evidence-generation on magnitude, consequences, 
risk factors as well as guidelines & tools for health sector response 

• Strong collaborations with women's health and rights NGOs, 
UNFPA, UN Women 

• VAW central to SRHR, HIV, women's health, gender equality and 
women's empowerment and humanitarian agendas  

• Within WHO, work largely carried out by RH and gender focal 
points in ROs and COs – mirrors where responsibility lies within 
MoH 

• Work with Parliamentarians  
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Recent Achievements 
• WHO Multi-country study on women's health and 

domestic violence against women (10 initial 
countries, 2005, and now over 20) 
 

• Preventing intimate partner violence and sexual 
violence against women (2010) 
 

• Global and regional estimates on prevalence and 
health effects of intimate partner violence and non-
partner sexual violence (2013) 
 

• Responding to intimate partner  violence and sexual 
violence against women. WHO clinical and policy 
guidelines (2013)  
 

• Workshops to disseminate WHO VAW guidelines (12 

country teams in SEARO and WPRO;   6 Francophone countries 
in West Africa on prevention and response: national workshops 
with China, Vietnam and with Syrian Ob/GYNs on WHO VAW 
guidelines).  
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VAW Clinical & Policy Guidelines 

• Provide evidence-based guidance for 
clinicians on how to respond to intimate 
partner and sexual violence 

 

• Guidance to policy makers on how to deliver 
training and on what models of health care 
provision may be useful 

 

• Inform educators designing medical, nursing 
and public health curricula regarding the 
integration of training on intimate partner 
and sexual violence 
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• The health sector has an important role to play in addressing 
violence against women 

• Health workers should provide confidential, non-judgmental 
clinical care and links to social support 

• All health workers should be trained in first line response and 
acute post-rape and other health care 

• Recommendations and approaches to service delivery need to 
be tailored to the local context and availability of human, 
financial and other responses 

 

Key messages 
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Role of Parliamentarians 
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Drafting laws and regulations  

Voting budgets 

Advocacy and representations 

Accountability 
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Parliamentarians are called to:  

 

Strive to ensure that violence against women   

is a critical issue on the political agenda and follow up 
in close collaboration with civil society 

 

Play a crucial role in the leadership and engagement on 
abandonment to galvanize the attention of community 

leaders and the media 
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Concrete actions 

 Influence future health policies both directly or 
indirectly through many types of social, economic, or 
other programmes 

 Play a crucial role in maintaining current per capita 
spending on health and education 

 Reinforce their countries’ commitment to gender 
equality and to protect the rights of women 

 Ensure that health systems are able to provide the 
necessary information and health services addressing the 
sexual and reproductive health of women 
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Accountability in reproductive health 

• Access to health is a basic right 

 Legal frameworks protecting and fulfilling rights of children and 
women's access to health services 

• Stakeholder engagement 

 Media, civil society organizations 

• Working across national parliamentarians (IPU) and with 
international organizations 

 Resolution, inclusion within Advisory group on HIV/AIDS and MNCH, IPU 
activities as part of implementation of commission on information and 
accountability recommendations 

 World Health Assembly resolutions 
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RHR/HRP Collaborations with Parliamentarians 

• Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), Pan African Parliament 
(PAP), European Parliament Forum (EPF),  other regional 
platforms  

• PAP: Recent resolution on Gender based Violence, 
Johannesburg, November 2013 

• IPU: Resolution on environment and population 
dynamics, September 2013 

• Italy: Annual meeting with the group of interest of the 
Italian Parliament on reproductive health. This year 
meeting will be focused on VAW 

• UK: Proposal of a side event on the occasion of the July 
symposium on VAW 

• IPU/Asian countries: Research on child marriage 
 
Filename 
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Example of collaboration: 
IPU/PAP/WHO  
report on Child  

marriage in Africa 

 

"The contribution of laws  
to change the practice of  

child marriage  
in Africa" 

(November 2013) 
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Main research question: 
What is  

a strong legal framework  
for protecting girls  

from child marriage? 



18 18 

Key recommendations include:  

• Setting a minimum age for marriage at 18 years old   

• Providing for no exceptions upon parental consent or Court’s 
authorisation 

• Effective birth and marriage registration systems 

• An institutional framework and enforcement mechanisms 

• Other Institutions such as National HR Institutions, the Office 
of an Ombudsperson for Children, National Commission for 
Children, to coordinate the implementation of children’s rights 
should be established and operational 

• A strong holistic child protection system that incorporates 
interventions education, health and social protection sectors 

 
           Source: Girls no Brides, and African Child Policy Form 



19 19 

Pan African Parliament 2013 Women Conference  
 

Filename 

Parliamentarians 
responding to 
Violence Against 
Women and Girls in 
Africa 
"From Legislation to 
Effective 
Enforcement" 
Recommendations 
by the Conference 
Johannesburg,  
2 November 2012 


